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Better /Worse

Facts & figures
By Adriane Charbon

The most often mentioned reasons for the pro-
tests in the Arab World fall into two categories: 
the lack of political freedom and ‘dignity’ on the 
one hand, and the lack of economic perspective 
(unemployment, rising prices, inequality) on  
the other. With respect to the latter, did the sit-
uation improve after the Arab revolution? In the 
aftermath of the Arab Spring economic recovery 
is slow. The predicted economic growth for 2013  
is only 3,6 percent on average. In the two years 
before the outbreak of unrest, the respective 
economies still grew by nearly five percent per 
year. As the table shows, the people in the Arab 
countries where a revolution took place, have a 
more positive view on the economic future. In 
Libya, Tunisia, Yemen and Tunisia more than 

two-thirds of the population believes that the 
economic situation will improve. In the other 
countries this percentage is much smaller. With 
respect to ‘good governance’, reports show that 
the prospects of the population can also differ 
greatly. Apparently, the people have a more posi-
tive feeling in countries were the government  
was overthrown. For instance, in Egypt, Tunisia, 
Libya and Yemen, a large majority of the popula-
tion believes that they will have good governance 
in the future. This in comparison to countries like 
Jordan and Algeria, were protests also occurred, 
but the government stayed in place. Here only 23 
percent and 42 percent respectively has any hope 
for good governance in the future.

 % Get better % Get worse

Libya 87 3

Egypt 76 16

Yemen 77 8

Tunisia 67 21

Iraq 41 26

Palestinian Territories 39 45

Algeria 41 41

Morocco 30 32

Jordan 23 59

Source: gallup / Surveys conducted in 2012

As a result of the recent protests and revolts in the Arab world, will economic prospects get better  
or get worse?

The Arab Spring is a term that refers to a wave  
of protests within the so-called mena region.  
The term mena stands for ‘North African and 
Middle East’ and covers an extensive area, form 
Morocco in the West to Iran in the East. Accord-
ing to the definition of the World Bank the region 
contains 22 countries, which together possesses 
60 percent of the worlds oil reserves. The region 
has a population of 380 million, about six percent 
of the world population. The majority of people 
in the Arab World adheres to Islam which is the 

MENA region

only allowed religion in most countries. Shari’a 
law exists partially in the legal system in some 
countries, like Egypt, Iraq, Kuwait and Morocco. 
The most widely spoken languages in de mena 
region are Arabic and Persian. Other languages 
that are spoken include Abchazo-Adygeïsche  
languages, Armenian, Azerbaijani, Beloetsji, 
Greek, Hebrew, Kurdish, Luri, Syriac, Turkish, 
Urdu and Yiddish.
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After 26-year-old fruit seller Mohamed Bouazizi 
set fire to himself on 17th of December 2010, the 
world news was dominated by the mass protests 
in the Arab world. In response to these protests 
Time Magazine even proclaimed ‘the protester’  
the most important person of 2011. According  
to Time, ‘massive street and effective global pro-
tests was oxymoron until – suddenly, shockingly 
– exactly one year ago. The protester once again 
became the creator of history’. Although world-
wide the impact was considerable, it is debatable 
if the demonstrations can be called mass protests. 

Although the extent of influence is subject to  
debate, one can safely say that social media 
played an important role during the Arab Spring. 
It made organised demonstrations possible and 
kept the world up to date on the situation in  
the Arab world. Nine out of ten Egyptians and 
Tunisians said to have used Facebook to set up 
demonstrations and spread awareness. Addi-
tionally, 28 percent of Egyptians and 29 percent  
of Tunisians from the same survey responded 
that the blocking of Facebook by the government 
during the protests greatly hindered or disrupted 
all communication. During the protests the use  

On October 23rd, 2011 the first free elections in 
Tunisia took place. The enthusiasm of Tunisian 
people was big and the Tunisian voters waited for 
hours to be able to cast their vote. The elections in 
this country where the Arab Spring began, were 
one of the highlights of the revolution. The tran-
sition to democracy in the Arab world goes much 
slower than expected, however. This is also the 
case in Tunisia. The winner of the elections in 
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If you had a choice between a stable and prosperous Tunisia that was ruled by a non-democratic 
government, or a democratic government that led to an unstable and insecure Tunisia which 
would you choose?

In most countries where protests took place,  
it was only a small group of often young demon-
strators that went to the streets to protest. In 
Jordan, Palestine, Algeria, Morocco, Kuwait  
and Yemen, the percentage of the population  
that in the last three years has participated in  
any demonstrations is – despite the Arab Spring 
– relatively low. This means that a large majority 
of the population in these countries did not par-
ticipate in any protests during the Arab Spring. 

of social media more than doubled in the Arab 
countries. On the 5th of April the amount of 
Facebook users in the Arab countries went above 
27,7 million people. These figures however do not 
apply to all countries were protests occurred. The 
table shows that the percentage of the population 
with access to the internet (and social media) in 
Jordan, Palestine, Algeria, Morocco, Kuwait and 
Yemen is relatively small. It is perhaps a telling 
observation that the protests in these countries 
where also smaller and than in Tunisia and Egypt.

Tunisia - the Islamic party Ennahda – continues 
to limit rights of women and freedom of expres-
sion. In addition, the party struggles to keep the 
radical Salafist opposition party under control. 
Despite the difficult progress of democratisation 
the majority of Tunisian people still favours  
democracy. Research shows that the number  
of Tunisians that is in favour of a stable demo-
cratic government has only grown. 

Jordan Palestine Algeria Morocco Kuwait Yemen

7% 8% 9% 7% 16% 14%

4% 25% 13% 13% 19% 15%

89% 67% 78% 80% 65% 71%

Source: Arab Barometer, First Wave

Have you attended a demonstration 
or protest march in the past 3 years?

Once

More than once 

Never

Participation of residents in Protests

Cross-country Internet Usage

Country Percentage of the population that do not use the internet

Jordan 78%

Palestine 76%

Algeria 33%

Morocco 69%

Kuwait 20%

Yemen 69%

Source: Arab Barometer, First Wave

Source: Williams and Associates, Salem, Massachusetts.
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